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CAMPBELLS BAY TENNIS CLUB
Centennial Park Campbells Bay

PRESIDENTS REPORT 2011
It has been an honour and a privilege to have been President of this tennis club for the last three years. 

In that time I have appreciated the wise advice,  counsel and support which many of you have offered and I hope that I have been able to listen to and represent your views. In return I have appreciated that when the committee has had to make decisions, some of them not so easy, that you have recognized that we have done so for the benefit of the club.

When I look back I am pleased to be able to say that together we are continuing the aspirations of the founders of the club back in 1946 who wanted to provide a safe and comfortable place for their children to play tennis and for the local community to congregate. We are grateful to be the inheritors of the hard work of previous management committees and members who have not only invested in the terrific facilities but also have built up some financial reserves.
Because of this, in the last two years we have managed to hold our subscription fees at the same level, recognising that for many of our members and prospective members, the financial times have not been the best. Unfortunately, if we are to continue to play tennis with excellent facilities, this cannot continue. Later on the agenda you will be asked to approve a subscription increase for the coming season.

Despite the lack of a subscription increase, we have been able to continue our program of court resurfacing with Courts 3 and 4 completed in early 2011.  I hope you agree that these courts are playing, and draining, really well. 
As always, we are enormously grateful to our funding partners such as the ASB Community Trust, the Lion Foundation and the NZ Community Trust whom we know are also undergoing financial constraints and to whom we extend our thanks.
The Management Committee has agreed that we will seek further funding to resurface Courts 5 and 6 in 2012 and to fix those dead spots which mysteriously appear when there is any rain.

Over the coming years, as funding permits, the committee will also look to improve other facilities including freshening up the clubhouse, an additional storage area for our growing array of maintenance equipment, benches behind the courts away from the clubhouse and essential maintenance to court fencing. Where possible we will seek funding partners for these improvements.

 Enough of the maintenance stuff, what really draws us down here is the tennis – and it is great to be able to congratulate, yet again, the organizers of the Chelsea Cup teams – last year the women lifted the trophy, this year it was the men, but both times it was the occasions that really shone – those Friday nights at the club with heaps of spectators and some great tennis. As always these occasions don’t happen by magic, they happen because a whole raft of people put themselves out so the rest of us can have a great time – thanks to all of you.
But it’s not just the big games that show what a terrific club this is – the growth in the number of juniors, the grasshopper coaching at Campbells Bay School, our fantastic coaches, the interclub tournaments, the mid-week ladies events, the club championships, social tennis on a Wednesday and on weekends, there is rarely a day or an evening when there aren’t people down here playing, practicing or just keeping fit.

To all of those members who have served with me on the management committee I thank you for your hard work and your support. 
But what I really appreciate are those members who do the little things which make a huge difference – those members who load and unload the dishwasher, bring a plate or attend a social occasion, are ready to light the BBQ or stock the bar, who empty the recycling bins, provide the booking sheets, pick up litter off the courts and the many other little jobs which make such a difference. So my biggest thanks go to those of you who quietly just get on with those little jobs.

